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DA Theatre Boosters General Meeting 

October 22nd, 2020, 6:30 PM via Zoom  

Meeting Minutes 
 

 

Marjory Vazquez opened the meeting and thanked everyone for coming. 

Volunteers - Marjory Vazquez reported 

We have had some people step up for leadership roles and they have been officially elected since our 

last meeting. Thanks to Bonnie Dyches, a sophomore mom, for taking on the role VP for Show Support. 

Now that we have a green light for productions that role will get busy  Thanks to Stephanie DeMaio, a 

Freshman mom, for volunteering for VP of fundraising. She will be heading up our poinsettia sales.  

Thanks to Stephanie Saman, who will be our VP of Events. With COVID-19, a lot of the events she would 

have been coordinating have been cancelled, but she will still be looking into planning a Senior banquet 

and she is looking at venue options. Speed Chialtas was the VP of Sales and Fundraising and these roles 

have been split out, so Speed is the VP of Sales which is Merchandise and Concessions. 

Fair Share - Marjory Vazquez reported 

Fair Share was reinstated for the second quarter. We have posted this in the newsletter and on 

Facebook. If you haven’t been getting the newsletter, please fill out the contact information on our 

website so that you can make sure you get the newsletter or any other Boosters notifications.  

Fair Share is an annual fee based on your theatre area.  All of the money is used specifically for your 

theatre students. For example, we have an accompanist for Musical Theatre, tools for Technical Theatre, 

Workshops and guest artists, etc. Typically, the fee for Performance Theatre is $225, Technical Theatre is 

$250, and Musical Theatre is $300.  This year we have decided to prorate the amount at 50% 

(Performance Theatre is $112.50, Technical Theatre is $125, and Musical Theatre is $150). Several 

parents have expressed interest in paying the original full amount which the dept. appreciates 

tremendously. Given the unprecedented times we are in, we understand that may not be possible for all 

so are requesting the prorated amount be paid for your student by January 4th, 2021. 

You can pay online, mail a check to DA, Attn: Theatre Boosters, or send a check with your student to put 

in the gold box.  

We did get a greenlight for productions and are targeting two shows: one musical and one play with 

alternating days. This will be in an outside venue which is an amphitheater at the school. Looking at a 

possible three weeks in April. We are also planning for an end of the year showcase at the 

amphitheater. 

We want to be able to offer our kids the same experiences that we do every year. In the Theatre 

Boosters Handbook (link on our website: https://bit.ly/2Hq7oED ) there is information about all things 

Boosters. Please look at our Patrons options as well.  We want to keep this program going and we will be 

sending something out soon to see the level of interest. 

Question from a parent – Are there any plans to connect with the virtual kids if we end up staying home 

in the new year?  Marjory - This was discussed in the School Board meeting a few weeks ago. This needs 

https://bit.ly/2Hq7oED
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to be discussed with the DA directors to see how this would work. There are no definite plans at this 

time but are open to listening to suggestions.  

Finance – Kathy Hylton reported 

We have received some Fair Share dues in which is very helpful. We have reconciled the bank statement 

for the month for September. We have a good amount to go forward. If you would like more specifics on 

our finances, please reach out. 

Operations – Elizabeth Hendry reported 

We still need someone to run the Sign-up Genius when we start doing events. Please reach out to 

Elizabeth or Marjory to volunteer. Also, Jodi Gibson is learning the box office, but it would be wonderful 

to have an additional volunteer to learn and be able to support for next year.  

Communications – Jen Douglas reported 

Jen Douglas reported that the link with information on Fair Share and how to pay is updated on the 

website. Thank you to the parents who let us know that this was not working.  We are working hard to 

make sure we have correct contact information for everyone so please update this 

https://www.datheatreboosters.org/student-contact-form if you have not. Also please join Remind and 

follow our Facebook and Instagram pages. 

Education – Marjory Vazquez reported 

Rachel and Kristin are co-VPs of Education and that includes the scholarship committee. Every year we 

offer scholarships to seniors based on the donations that we get. Since both Rachel and Kristin are 

senior parents, we would need an underclassman parent to make sure the selection is unbiased. The job 

would entail collecting the information from the seniors (Essays and applications) around April and also 

form a panel to interview applicants and select the scholarship recipients. If anyone is interested in 

being the coordinator or part of the panel, please reach out to Rachel Dorian, Kristin, Grubbs, or Valerie 

Gray. 

Events – Marjory Vazquez reported 

Stephanie Saman is looking at possible outdoor Senior banquet venues for mid-May. Last year’s event 

was virtual. Prior to that was Maggiano’s. This year we are looking for something bigger and more open. 

Merchandise Sales - Speed Chialtas reported 

We are looking at selling merchandise online but need to be able to get into the school for inventory 

first. 

Also, Speed’s wife is a coordinator for Biden Harris campaign – (posted in chat): Volunteer hours for the 

Biden Harris Campaign contact Danette Chialtas 904-403-6510.  Everything is virtual – your own phone is 

not needed. This is safe and not traceable back to your phone.  If this is not your candidate of choice, 

you can probably get volunteer hours for the other candidate as well. This is just an opportunity 

available if you want to earn some hours.  

https://www.datheatreboosters.org/student-contact-form
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Fundraising – Stephanie DeMaio reported 

The tentative dates for the poinsettia sale will run from Monday Oct 26th – Monday Nov 23rd.  We will 

have an online form with options to pay via PayPal online. Options to mail a check or send to the school 

with your students should be made payable to DA Theatre Boosters and MUST be received by 11/23 to 

ensure we receive prior to placing orders. Checks mailed to the school must be marked ATTN: THEATRE 

BOOSTERS and all checks should include the student’s name on the memo line. Then follow that with 

the delivery charge and truck donation info you have. The planned pickup date is November 30th at the 

school. We will have an option also for deliver for a $10 delivery fee. The online form should be ready to 

send out and post by Monday for people to order and pay. In the past, we have had a parent either 

donate a box truck to use or money to rent a truck. We would really appreciate this!  Marjory reported 

that we generally have cash prizes for the top three sellers. 

Virtual Thespian Event - Valerie Gray reported 

We are planning a virtual event to showcase our students who are competing at District Thespians. Our 

students’ entries are being put into a full video that can be accessed via a link for a donation. We are still 

working out the specifics on how the link will be accessed.  More information will follow and are hoping 

for support from friends and family members to help raise money for Boosters. 

District Thespians – Charrell Thomas reported 

Mr. Kemper sent a form to the students to see who was going to still be able to compete due to the 

school closure.  Some students withdrew and some numbers were recast or decreased in size or 

cancelled. Thespians have asked for an extension since a lot of the large group numbers may have to be 

reworked since they were going to film on Oct. 30th. Duos and Trios and small group numbers should still 

be OK. Oct 30th – Nov 2nd will be intense rehearsal. Refunds for those who had to withdraw will be given 

but this will take some time.  

Roundtable 

Parent question: Is there anything that teachers need right now? Bonnie Harrison – We don’t have many 

Chlorox wipes so those donations would be very much appreciated. 

Rachel Dorian and Dan J said what a great experience the scholarship committee was and highly 

encouraged freshman and sophomore parents to volunteer. Marjory stated the hardest part of the 

position is making the selection from all the talented individuals. 

Valerie Gray said that two areas that need volunteers are special events with food donations (such as 

cast and crew meals once productions start) and also Patron volunteers when that program starts back 

up.  

Marjory said we could use a photographer volunteer who would need to come one day during tech 

week to take pictures of the show and cast and crew. We also usually put together a photo book at the 

end of shows. We have had volunteers in the past that are professional photographers. Our current 

volunteer is a senior parent so we would love to have an underclassman parent come and shadow this 

year. 


